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Reference letter for Kymbat Smakova

With this letter, I recommend that Kymbat Smakova defends her completed
dissertation Developing Intercultural Comnunicative Competence through Project-
Based Learning: a Case Study in English Language Teaching in partial fulfilment
of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) at Stileyman
Demirel University, Almaty, The Republic of Kazakhstan.

I make this recommendation in my role as Kymbat Smakova’s external scientific
supervisor. I have advised Kymbat Smakova since her internship at Dalarna
University, Sweden, March 7" — April 7% 2018. During her time at Dalarna
University, we met regularly for advising and discussions of her current doctoral
work and the research field. Following her internship, Kymbat Smakova and I have
frequently met online for discussion and review of her ongoing doctoral studies,
analysis, and publications. She has been diligent and creative in her data collection
and analysis. In this letter, I outline some of the key points of Kymbat Smakova’s

research.

First, her study offers new perspectives and fresh understandings of the current
situation in Kazakhstani secondary education, with a special focus on the role of
intercultural communicative competence (ICC) in the subject of English as a
Foreign Language, particularly in English-medium schools. Second, she has
developed a novel and relevant approach to understanding the possibilities of
Project-Based Learning (PBL) in meeting the goals of acquiring ICC in language
teaching (evident, for example, in her development of the Model of ICC
development within Hl gh-Quality PBL). Thirdly, she has demonstrated her abilities

to conduct mixed methods research, with both qualitative and quantitative elements
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as well as a case study. Fourthly, she offers a unique contribution with her study of
the perspectives of both teachers and students on integrating ICC into English
language teaching in the Kazakhstani context. Fifthly, her research will be of interest
to English language teachers both within and outside of the Kazakhstani context, as
she presents innovative ways of understanding the importance and place of ICC in

language teaching, as well as its pedagogical potential.

I am a lecturer in English-language teaching and a researcher of English-medium
instruction (EMI), as well as of interculturality in educational policy. Thus, I would
like to attest to the timeliness and relevance of Kymbat Smakova’s research in these
areas. Due to both globalization and internationalization, the need for intercultural
competence has increased. At the same time, the role and statns. of.Fnglish,in
language learning and as a medium of instruction has also expanded. Owing to these
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in relation to specific foreign language teaching methodologies (here, Project-Based

Learning). In addition, there is very little rescarch about these methodological and

theoretical issues in Kazakhstan published for a wider, international readership.

With her research, Kymbat Smakova has the possibility to fill this gap and

disseminate findings for a broader audience, as she has already done with her article

“Intercultural communicative competence in English language teaching in

Kazakhstan” in the international journal Issues in Educational Research (2020).

Due to my considerations outlined above, I recommend Kymbat Smakova is granted

permission to defend her dissertation in the final defense.

Kind regards,

Dr. BethAnne Paulsrud

- English Department at Dalarna University, Falun, Sweden
Head of the English Department
Senior Lecturer of English
PhD in Educational Sciences in Language Development, Stockholm University
MA in English Linguistics, Dalarna University
MA in Education, University of San Diego
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OT3bIB HA TMCCEPTALIMOHHYIO
MMEETCS JIOTOTHI YHUBEPCHTETA PABOTY CMAKOBOM KbIMBAT

HIOHB 2020

Hoxtop ber Ann [layncpyn

Vuusepcuret JlanapHa,

Oanyn, 1lIBenns

O13bIB Ha AAccepTanHoOHHYI0 padoTy Keimb6aT CmakoBoii
JIaHHBIM OT3BIBOM S PEKOMEHIYIO K 3alliuTe AMCCEpTalHOHHYI0 paboTy KbiMGar CmakoBoil Ha
TeMy «DOPMHUPOBAHHE MEXKYJIBTYPHOH KOMMYHMKATHBHOM KOMIETEHIMH HA OCHOBE IPOEKTHOIO
o0y4eHHs B MNpPENOJaBaHWM AHIIIMHACKOTO A3BIKA» TPEICTABIEHHON Ha COMCKAHHE YYEHHOU CTereHH

nokropa ¢unocodpur (PhD) B Vausepcurere mmenn Cyneiimana Hemupens, Anmarel, Pecnybiauka

Kazaxcran.

41 MpeZIoCTaBIIAO NAHHBIN OT3BIB B KauecTBe 3apyGekKHOro HAYIHOTO KOHCY/IbTaHTa KeiMGar CMakoBoif. 51
koHCynbTHpoBana Keivbar CmakoBy ¢ MOMeHTa Hadana ee CTAXKHPOBKH B YHHMBepcHTeTe JlamapHa,
lIsewws ¢ 7 mapra 1o 7 anpens 2018 rona. Bo Bpems ee paGoTst B Vuusepcurete JlanapHa Mbl peryssipHO
BCTPEYAIMCh Il KOHCYNBTALMHA W OOCYXKIECHHS ee TeKylleid JUCCEePTALMOHHOW paGoThl M B LEJIOM
ucenenyemoii obmacti. Ilo ucTedeHuu craxupoBkd Mbl ¢ KeM6ar CMakoBOM 4acTo BCTpedamnch
TIOCPEAICTBOM  CETH  MHTEPHET Ui OOCYXKACHMsA, pPacCCMOTpEHHs M aHaum3a ee MyOnukarmi u
AMCCEPTALIOHHOTO MCClefioBaHuA. Ha NpoTskeHuM Beero mepuona s Habmonana ee ycepaHbld Tpya H

TBOPYECKUH MOAXOM K cOOpY U aHanM3y NaHHBIX. B 1aHHOM OT3bIBe MHO# 6yIyT OGPHCOBAHEI HEKOTOpBIE

KJIIOYEBbIE MOMEHTHI McciienoBaHua KeimOaT CMaKoBOM.

Bo-nepspix, naHHO® HCCIENOBAHWE TPEIIaraeT HOBBIE MEPCTIEKTMBB M CBEXKHM B3IV HA TEKYLLYIO
CHTyallli0 B Ka3aXCTaHCKOM CpeiHeM o0pa3soBaHHMH C OCOOBIM aKLEHTOM Ha POJIM MEKKYJIBTYpHOL
KOMMYHHMKaTHBHOH KomneTeHun (MKK) B mpenonaBaHny npeaMeta « AHIIMHCKAN KaK HHOCTPAHHbIIY, B
OCOOEHHOCTH B IKONAX € OGyYeHHeM Ha aHITMHCKOM f3bIKe. Bo-6mopwix, paspabOTaH MHHOBALMOHHBIH 1
OYeHb aKTyalbHBIH MONXOH K MOHAMAHHMIO BO3MOXHOCTeH mpoekTHoro obydenus (I10) B HOCTHKEHHH
uenett ocpoenus MKK npu oOydennmn s3biky (4TO OYeBMIHO, Hampumep, HpH paspaborke Momenw
dopmupoBanns MKK B pamkax BbICOKOKAYECTBEHHOTO IIPOEKTHOIO obyuenuss High-QualityPBL). B-
mpemvux,  MACCEPTAHTOM  IPOAEMOHCTPHPOBAHBl  CIIOCOOHOCTH  MPOBOAMTH  MCCIENOBaHHA  C
HCIIOJIb30BAHWEM CMEIUAHHBIX METOJOB, KaK KAUeCTBEHHBIX, TaK H KOJIMYECTBEHHBIX, 4 TaKXKe C
PAaCCMOTPEHHUEM OTHENBHBIX TEMAaTHYECKHX HCCIENOBaHUU. B-yemeepmuix, BHECEH YHHKAIBHBIN BKJIAI B
obmacte uaTerpauud MKK B mperosaBaHue aHIIHMHCKOrO si3pIKa B Ka3aXCTAHCKOM KOHTEKCTE ¢ TOYKH
3pEHHA KaK y4uTeNlel, TaKk M CTYAEHTOB. B-nameix, JaHHOE WCCIENOBaHHMe OyNEeT HHTEPECHO YUHTEINSIM
AHIIMHCKOTO s3bIKA KAK B KA3aXCTAHCKOM KOHTEKCTE, TaK M 3a €ro NpeleNaMH, MOCKONbKY 3.ech

NIpEICTaBICHBl HHHOBALIMOHHBIE CIIOCOOBI IIOHUMAHUS BAXKHOCTH M MeCTa MKK B npenogaBaHuM A3bIKa, a



TaKoKe ee MeJaroruuecKui MoTeHIHal,

S ABNAIOCH MpernofaBaTeeM METONMKH MPErofaBaHus aHIMHCKOrO A3bIKa M 3aHMMAIOCh MCCIIEN0BAHMEM
MPEeroIaBaHus aHIJIOA3BIYHOTO OOYYEHHS, a TAKKE MEXKKYJIbTYPHOIO B3aMMOIEHCTBUA B 00pa30BaTeIbHOM
nonutHke. Takum 00pa3oM, XOuy 3aCBHAETENILCTBOBATH CBOEBPEMEHHOCTh M AKTYAILHOCTh MCCIIEN0BAHMM
Kemnvbar CmakoBoi#t B 31X 061acTaX. I'nobanisaiys u MHTepHALMOHATM3ALHUS 00YCIOBHIA TOTPeOHOCTE B
MEKKYIIBTYPHOH KoMneTeHUMH. CrefyeT OTMeTHTh W BO3POCIIYIO POJIb M CTaTyC aHIVIMMCKOIO SA3BIKA B
H3YYEHHH SA3bIKa KaK HHCTPYMEHTa 00ydeHHs. B CBA3M C 9TUMH TEHOESHUMAMH YBEJIHYMIACH IOTPEOHOCTE B
HCCIIeIOBAaHHH  (POPMHPOBAHMA ~ MEXKYJIBTYPHOW KOMMYHHKATHBHOM KOMIIETEHLMM IIOCPEICTBOM
KOHKPETHBIX METOAMK OOy4eHMS MHOCTPAHHBIM s3blkaM (B JAHHOM CIydae, NPH IOMOLIM HPOEKTHOrO
oOy4enus). Kpome Ttoro, B Hayke KaszaxcraHa Ha CErofHAIIHMI JeHb HEOCTATOYHO MCCIIENOBAHU 110
JaHHBIM ~ METONOJIOTHYECKUM W TEOPETHYECKMM  BONpoOcaM, IIpeJHA3HAYEHHBIX [  [IHPOKOM
MEKIYHAPOJHON UYHMTATeNbCKOW aymutopud. PaGora KeimGar CMakoBo# BOCTIONHSET 3TOT Mpober;
MOMHMO 3TOr0, aBTOP MPEICTABHII PE3yJbTaThl CBOUX HCCIENOBAHHM HA MEXIYHAPOIHOM YPOBHE B CBOEH
cTathe «MEXKYJIBTYPHbIE KOMMYHHMKATUBHbBIC KOMIIETEHLMH MPH INPENONABAHHUM AHITHUHMCKOTO S3BIKA B

f.a32XCTaHe» B MeXIyHapoaHOM xkypHaie Issues in Educational Research (2020).

JCHOEBIBAACH HA BBILICHU3JIOKCHHOM, sl PEKOMEH/YIO JUCCEPTaLlOHHOe HecienoBanue Keimbar CMakoBoii

« MDOXOXICHHIO JajIbHeHIIeH pOLeayphl 3allUTEL

_ VBOKCHHEM,

[Toamuce

Ap. ber Ann Iayncpyn, byp@edu.se.

[lenapramenT anrnuiickoro s3pika YHusepcurera Janapna, ®anys, [lIsews

3aBemyrommuii Kadeapo aHTIIMHCKOTO S3bIKa

Crapiumii mpernogaBaTels aHNIHHCKOro 3bIKa

JloKkTOp nenarorndeckux Hayk B 0GJIACTH Pa3BUTHS S3BIKOB, CTOKTOJIBMCKHiT yHHBepeuTeT, LIBers
MarwucTp aHrmiickol TMHrBHCTHKHY, Y HuBepeutet Jlanapha, Illserms

Marwuctp o6pasoBanus, Yuusepcurer Can-Jluero, CIIA



Pecny6sinka Kazaxcran ropoa AJaMaThbl
BoceMHaaNaTOEe HIOHS AB€ ThICAYH ABA/LATOrO roaa.

s, Aéapyiaes MyxuT AGaurannapoBuy, HOTapuyc Toposa
AnMaThl, AEHCTBYIOLIMM Ha OCHOBAHMH JINIEH3U U Ne0000734 ot
19.01.2007r., BbyiaHHOW KomuTeTOM TIO OpraHM3aliH IPaBOBOM
[OMOILM ¥  OKAa3aHWIO  IOpHAMYECKUX  yCiyr HaceJIeHHUI0
Mumnucrepersa IOctiimn Pecrydnuku KazaxcraH, CBUIETEIBCTBYIO
BEpHOCTH I1epeBOJia COBEPLICHHOTO MHOIO nepeBosia JaHHOTO TEKCTa

JIOKYMEHTa C aHITIMICKOro s3bIKa Ha PYCCKHH SI3BIK.
3aperucTpUpOBaHO B PEECTPE 3a Ne1639
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